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Now, more than ever, technological, social, and political interdependence urgently calls for an ethic of 
solidarity…, which encourages peoples to work together for a more secure world, and a future that is 
increasingly rooted in moral values and responsibility on a global scale.

Pope Francis, message to Humanitarian Impact of Nuclear Weapons Conference, Vienna, 2014

To subscribe to the Study Group's main 
listserve send a blank email to 
lasg-subscribe@lists.riseup.net
Facebook: Los Alamos Study Group; 
Twitter: @TrishABQ; Blog: Forget the Rest
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http://www.lasg.org/climate/Crisis_EmergencyMode_Mobilization_27Jun2016.pdf
http://www.lasg.org/letters/letters.html
http://www.lasg.org/letters/2015/abq_26Mar2015.html
http://www.lasg.org/letters/2015/abq_21Apr2015.html
http://www.lasg.org/letters/2015/abq_16May2015.html
http://www.lasg.org/letters/2015/abq_sf_14Jun2015.html
http://www.lasg.org/letters/2016/abq_sf_taos_8Jun2016.html


















Red boxes = 4 new-design warheads plus 1 renewed bomb with great 
accuracy, stealth delivery platforms, low- and high-yield options



















http://www.lasg.org/Modernization/Postol_Harvard_Peace_Action_25Feb2016.pdf
http://www.lasg.org/Modernization/Postol_Harvard_Peace_Action_25Feb2016.pdf
http://www.lasg.org/Modernization/Postol_Harvard_Peace_Action_25Feb2016.pdf
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http://www.lasg.org/budget/FY2017/SSMP-FY2017_31Mar2016.pdf


“The Trillion Dollar Nuclear Triad,” 
James Martin Center for Nonproliferation Studies

Jon Wolfsthal, Jeffrey Lewis, Marc Quint, January 2014 
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http://www.lasg.org/LANLecon_impact.pdf
http://www.lasg.org/NM_labs_future.pdf














Increase in remaining environmental liability: from 
$163 B to $240 B over 5 years while spending $23 B 







http://www.lasg.org/budget/Sect1251_FY2011_BiennialPlan_BudgetAssmt_AnnexD_May2010.PDF
























Weil on the “empire of might”

Only he who knows the empire of might and knows how not to respect it is capable of love and justice.

The might which kills outright is an elementary and coarse form of might.  How much more varied in its devices; how 
much more astonishing in its effects is that other which does not kill; or which delays killing.  It must surely kill, or it 
will perhaps kill, or else it is only suspended above him whom it may at any moment destroy.  This of all procedures 
turns a man to stone.  From the power to transform him into a thing by killing him there proceeds another power, 
and much more prodigious, that which makes a thing of him while he still lives.  He is living, he has a soul, yet he is a 
thing.  A strange being is that thing which has a soul, and strange the state of that soul.  Who knows how often during 
each instant it must torture and destroy itself in order to conform?  The soul was not made to dwell in a thing; and 
when forced to it, there is no part of that soul but suffers violence….

And as pitilessly as might crushes, so pitilessly it maddens whoever possesses, or believes he possesses it. 

Such is the nature of might.  Its power to transform man into a thing is double and it cuts both ways; it petrifies 
differently but equally the souls of those who suffer it, and of those who wield it.

Thus it is that those to whom destiny lends might, perish for having relied too much upon it.

Simone Weil, “The Iliad, Poem of Might”









The battle we must fight, which will unite all life-affirming strands and 
constituencies, is for human solidarity and preservation of a living planet.  The 
fight is against militarization and empire and its associated domestic austerity 
and pervasive violence, and for solidarity and survival.  In NM, this battle must be 
in major part nuclear.

• New Mexico currently leads the U.S. in WMD, in both absolute and relative expenditure, in unwavering 
political support from Democrats, in design laboratories, and in warheads and bombs present (though 
not deployed).  These priorities are incompatible with economic growth, climate and energy progress, 
and all other sound policies.  They lead nowhere, in fact.  We are fighting for our lives here.

• The U.S. nuclear weapons enterprise – the empire of nuclear might – needs unwavering, enthusiastic 
support in and from New Mexico for successful expansion of production facilities, for recruitment, 
retention, and motivating employees, for successful program management, and for corporate prestige 
and profits.  Real opposition and loss of prestige is very damaging.

• The nuclear weapons enterprise is very fragile.  This fragility occurs because of its immorality, its 
dangers, its complexity, the extensive privileges it has amassed relative to the rest of society, its 
secretive, cloistered wastefulness and stupidity, its irrelevance to society’s real security needs, the 
longevity of nuclear weapons, and the competition for funds within the military and between military 
and non-military government objectives.  These factors have combined  to tip the DOE warhead 
complex into rolling crisis, or perhaps even to “incipient collapse” (Alvarez).


