After speaking at the Talpa Community Center in Ranchos de Taos on May 22, 2010, Rep. Ben Ray Lujan was asked if he would vote to continue funding for “the new bomb factory at Los Alamos.”

Here is an excerpt of Congressman Ben Ray Lujan groping for an answer to the question, “How is a four and a half billion dollar nuclear weapons factory considered non-proliferation?" (http://www.culturalenergy.org/mp3/lujan-22may10.mp3) - mp3, thanks to Jeanne Green of Taos and Robin Collier of Cultural Energy. This is about a third of his answer to the questions and follow up trying get an answer.

 

From a transcript:

As you look to see what needs to be done to manage the stockpile, I know there has been a lot of conversation around this as well. We have to manage the stockpile. And we have physicists and scientists and nuclear engineers that play that role, that partner up with other NNSA (National Nuclear Security Administration) facilities like Sandia and Lawrence Livermore, and we have them in Los Alamos, and so to see what we can truly do from a scientific perspective to manage that stockpile and meet the President’s goals I think that we need to do, and I think that making investments and supporting efforts where we can make sure we are moving nonproliferation forward in a very aggressive ways under President Obama, we’re seeing activity move places and ways we’ve never seen before and that’s what we need to try to do and I’m going to be supportive of moving the nonproliferation agenda forward, making sure we’re able to recycle, making sure we’re able to break down the spent fuel rods, the nuclear waste in a way that’s more than in the past -- its been stuck in the ground. We have to do that and that’s something that I’m committed to.

 

